
 

Ms. Claywell’s  

7th Grade Summer Reading List 

Summaries, numbers of pages, reading levels, and lexile levels have been provided to help students find a 

book that suits them. As a guide for choosing, keep in mind that the 6th-8th grade Lexile band is typically 

860L–1010L.  A Lexile measure helps to ensure students stay within their comfort zones while still 

challenging themselves when it comes to reading comprehension.   

 

Requirements: 

1. Students must choose one book from the reading list. 

 

2. Students will complete a summer reading project over the book and will be required to share their 

project with the class. Students must show adequate knowledge of the book during the 

presentation. 

Summer Reading Project: 
To receive full credit, students must complete all requirements for this project. These items must also be 

explained to the class during the presentation.  

 BROWN PAPER BAG: Bring at least 5 items in a brown paper bag. As you read your book this 

summer, think of objects in your house that can symbolize the following: 

 

1. The Main Character – Pick an object that symbolizes a physical or emotional trait of the 

character. This trait must be important to the book’s plot. (Consider what the character 

says, thinks, does, and looks like.) 

 

2. Setting – One object should represent the setting and its role in the book. Setting is 

always an important factor. 

 

3. Conflict – A third object should correspond to the main problem in the book. This is what 

creates a story in the first place! 

 

4. Rising Action – Another object will stand for at least one of the major rising actions of 

the book. What led to the climax (turning point) of the story? You can add more than one 

if you want to!  

 

5. Figurative Meaning – Lastly, you must have one object that has a figurative meaning. For 

example, if the character had his or her heart broken, you might bring tape. Tape doesn’t 

necessarily symbolize a broken heart through its literal meaning, but you could connect it 

to the idea because your character had to “piece” their life back together just like tape 

pieces things together. 

 

 



 PROJECT RULES AND REQUIREMENTS: 

 

1.  These 5 items must be school appropriate and must connect to the important elements of 

the story you read. 

 

2. You may present more than 5 items to your classmates, but you cannot present less than 

5.  

 

3. These items will be scored using a rubric, so make sure you have something to represent 

each category. When in doubt, add some more objects! 

 

4. The idea behind the bag is that it’s a mystery! Don’t share your ideas with friends over 

the summer. Let them all be surprised by what you have chosen. 

 

5. If you don’t have a brown paper bag, I will also accept a plastic sack, box, or tote! 

Anything will work as long as it conceals your items. 

 

6. Challenge yourself! Don’t choose the first item that you think of! Try to think of 

something creative and unique. 

 

 

 IMPORTANT TO KNOW: 

 

1. These projects will be presented during the 2nd or 3rd week of school Do not bring your 

paper bags on the first day of school. This will give me an opportunity to explain what I 

expect from your presentation before you present and to ensure you understand what you 

are supposed to do. 

 

2. All bags will be taken home the same day you present, so if any objects need to be 

returned ASAP, they will be! 

 

3. You may receive extra credit if you add more “figurative items” in your bag. 

 

 IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT SUMMER READING: 

Feel free to email me at amberclaywell@tcschools.org if you have any questions at all. 

 

 

 

HAVE AN AWESOME SUMMER! 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:amberclaywell@tcschools.org


Summer Reading List – Fiction 

Double Identity – Margaret Peterson Haddix                                          (Fiction / RL 6 / 810L / 218 pgs) 

As Bethany approaches her thirteenth birthday, her parents act more oddly than usual. Her mother cries 

constantly, and her father barely lets Bethany out of his sight. Then one morning he hustles the entire 

family into the car, drives across several state lines -- and leaves Bethany with an aunt she never knew 

existed. Bethany has no idea what's going on. Bethany's only clue is a few words she overheard her father 

tell her aunt: "She doesn't know anything about Elizabeth." But Aunt Myrlie won't tell Bethany who 

Elizabeth is, and she won't explain why people in her small town react to Bethany as if they've seen a 

ghost. The mystery intensifies when Bethany gets a package from her father containing four different 

birth certificates from four different states, with four different last names -- and thousands of dollars in 

cash.  

 

The Statistical Probability of Love at First Sight – Jennifer E. Green     (Fiction / RL 7 / 1060L / 272 

pgs) 
Who would have guessed that four minutes could change everything? Today should be one of the worst 

days of seventeen-year-old Hadley Sullivan's life. She's stuck at JFK, late to her father's second wedding, 

which is taking place in London and involves a soon to be step-mother that Hadley's never even met. 

Then she meets the perfect boy in the airport's cramped waiting area. His name is Oliver, he's British, and 

he's in seat 18C. Hadley's in 18A. Twists of fate and quirks of timing play out in this thoughtful novel 

about family connections, second chances and first loves. Set over a 24-hour-period, Hadley and Oliver's 

story will make you believe that true love finds you when you're least expecting it. 

 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry – Mildred D. Taylor            (Historical Fiction / RL 7 / 920L / 288 pgs) 
This novel explores life in Depression-era Mississippi as lived by an African-American family, the 

Logans. The Logans are fortunate; they own their own land in a time and place when many—black and 

white—are living as sharecroppers on various plantations and racially-motivated crimes are common. The 

novel focuses on the importance of owning land and the effects of racism. Focusing on Cassie Logan, (the 

narrator) the story also is a "coming of age" story as Cassie learns "the way things are".  

  

Nowhere to Run – Claire Griffin                                                                 (Fiction / RL 7-8 /  188 pages) 
Calvin has always been responsible: he promised his late father he would graduate from high school, he 

holds down a job at an auto shop, and he’s a track star. But when he tries to persuade Norris, the 

criminally inclined cousin of Calvin’s friend Deej, to stop shaking down Calvin’s mother’s nail salon for 

money—once again trying to do the right thing—Calvin gets caught between a rock and a hard place: lose 

an upcoming race that Norris is betting on or lose his kneecaps, along with his chance at an athletic 

scholarship. After Deej and Calvin get temporarily suspended, (unjustly) accused of smoking pot at 

school, Deej asks Calvin to assist in one of Norris’s crimes, forcing Calvin to give his future and his past 

serious consideration 

 

Life As We Knew It (Book 1) – Susan Beth Pfeffer                            (Fiction / RL 6 / 770L / 352 pages) 
Miranda's disbelief turns to fear in a split second when a meteor knocks the moon closer to the earth. How 

should her family prepare for the future when worldwide tsunamis wipe out the coasts, earthquakes rock 

the continents, and volcanic ash blocks out the sun? As summer turns to Arctic winter, Miranda, her two 

brothers, and their mother retreat to the unexpected safe haven of their sunroom, where they subsist on 

stockpiled food and limited water in the warmth of a wood-burning stove. Told in journal entries, this is 

the heart-pounding story of Miranda's struggle to hold on to the most important resource of all — hope — 

in an increasingly desperate and unfamiliar world.  

  

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/10003.Laurie_Halse_Anderson


The Trap – John Smelcer                                                                (Fiction / RL 7-8 / 1100L / 176 pages) 

Seventeen-year-old Johnny Least-Weasel knows that his grandfather Albert is a stubborn old man and 

won't stop checking his own traplines even though other men his age stopped doing so years ago. But 

Albert Least-Weasel has been running traplines in the Alaskan wilderness alone for the past sixty years. 

Nothing has ever gone wrong on the trail he knows so well. When Albert doesn't come back from 

checking his traps, with the temperature steadily plummeting, Johnny must decide quickly whether to 

trust his grandfather or his own instincts. Written in alternating chapters that relate the parallel stories of 

Johnny and his grandfather, this novel poignantly addresses the hardships of life in the far north, 

suggesting that the most dangerous traps need not be made of steel.  

 

Locked in Time – Lois Duncan                                                                (Fiction / RL 7 / 990L / 272 pgs) 
Nore Roberts didn't ask for a new life, but now that her mom is gone and her dad is newly married, she 

has to settle in at Shadow Grove, the old Civil War mansion her stepfamily calls home. When she meets 

her stepmother, Lisette, Nore is shocked by her youth and beauty that gives her chills- and a hint of 

something sinister. There's hope of becoming friends with her stepbrother and sister, until Nore realizes 

they're hiding something. When she begins to feel like the target of a deadly plan, Nore starts digging into 

her stepfamily's past. The skeletons in their closet are more real than she ever imagined. Can Nore expose 

her stepmother's dark secret before an old and evil magic swallows her up? 

 

Savvy – Ingrid Law                                                                              (Fiction / RL 8.5 / 1070L / 368 pgs) 
For generations, the Beaumont family has harbored a magical secret. They each possess a "savvy" — a 

special supernatural power that strikes when they turn thirteen. Grandpa Bomba moves mountains, her 

older brothers create hurricanes and spark electricity and now it's the eve of Mibs's big day. As if waiting 

weren't hard enough, the family gets scary news two days before Mibs's birthday: Poppa has been in a 

terrible accident. Mibs develops the singular mission to get to the hospital and prove that her new power 

can save her dad. So she sneaks onto a salesman's bus only to find the bus heading in the opposite 

direction. Suddenly Mibs finds herself on an unforgettable odyssey that will force her to make sense of 

growing up — and of other people, who might also have a few secrets hidden just beneath the skin. 

 

Code of Honor – Alan Gratz                                                               (Fiction / RL 6- 7 / 700L / 288 pgs) 
Kamran Smith has it all. He's the star of the football team, dates the most popular girl in school, and can't 

wait to enlist in the Army like his big brother, Darius. Although Kamran's family hails from Iran, Kamran 

has always felt 100% American. Accepted.  And then everything implodes.Darius is accused of being a 

terrorist. Kamran refuses to believe it, but the evidence is there -- Darius has been filmed making threats 

against his country, hinting at an upcoming deadly attack. Kamran's friends turn on him -- suddenly, in 

their eyes, he's a terrorist, too. Kamran knows it's up to him to clear his brother's name. In a race against 

time, Kamran must piece together a series of clues and codes that will lead him to Darius -- and the truth. 

But is it a truth Kamran is ready to face? And is he putting his own life at risk? 

 

 

The Perfect Shot – Elaine Marie Alphin                                                 (Fiction / RL 7 / 990L / 360 pgs) 

Someone murdered Brian's girfriend, Amanda. The police think it was her father. Brian isnt so sure. But 

everyone he knows is telling him to move on, get over it, focus on the present. Focus on basketball. Focus 

on hitting the perfect shot. Brian hopes that the system will work for Amanda and her father. An innocent 

man couldnt be wrongly convicted, could he? The murder leads him down the path of self-discovery and 

the struggle to do the right thing. This suspenseful thriller is packed with issues on civil rights, injustice in 

the justice system, and racial discrimination. 

 

 

 

 



Summer Reading List – Nonfiction 

The President Has Been Shot: The Assassination of John F. Kennedy – James L. Swanson                                                  

(Nonfiction / RL 8 / 1080L / 336 pages) 
In this young-adult book on the Kennedy assassination, James Swanson transports readers back to one of 

the most shocking, sad, and terrifying events in American history. As he did in his bestselling Scholastic 

YA book, Chasing Lincoln's Killer, Swanson deploys his signature "you are there" style — a riveting, 

ticking-clock pace, with an unprecedented eye for dramatic details and impeccable historical accuracy —

 to tell the story of the JFK assassination as it has never been told before 

 

Positive: A Memoir – Paige Rawl, Ali Benjamin                       (Nonfiction / RL 7-8 / 730L / 288 pages)  
An astonishing memoir for the untold number of children whose lives have been touched by 

bullying. Positive is a must-read for teens, their parents, educators, and administrators—a brave, visceral 

work that will save lives and resonate deeply. Paige Rawl has been HIV positive since birth, but growing 

up, she never felt like her illness defined her. On an unremarkable day in middle school, she disclosed to a 

friend her HIV-positive status—and within hours the bullying began. From that moment forward, every 

day was like walking through a minefield. Paige was never sure when or from where the next text, taunt, 

or hateful message would come. Then one night, desperate for escape, fifteen-year-old Paige found 

herself in her bathroom staring at a bottle of sleeping pills. That could have been the end of her story. 

Instead, it was only the beginning. Paige's memoir calls for readers to choose action over complacency, 

compassion over cruelty—and above all, to be Positive. 

 

Titanic: Voices from the Disaster - Deborah Hopkinson               (Nonfiction / RL 7 / 1040L / 304 pgs) 
Award-winning author Deborah Hopkinson pieces together the harrowing, tragic story of the Titanic in 

this Sibert Honor volume. In this award-winning book, critically acclaimed author Deborah Hopkinson 

weaves together the voices and stories of real Titanic survivors and witnesses to the disaster — from the 

stewardess Violet Jessop to Captain Arthur Rostron of the Carpathia, who came to the rescue of the 

sinking ship. Packed with heartstopping action, devastating drama, fascinating historical details, loads of 

archival photographs on almost every page, quotes from primary sources, and painstaking back matter, 

this gripping story, which follows the Titanic and its passengers from the ship’s celebrated launch at 

Belfast to her cataclysmic icy end, is sure to thrill and move readers. 

 

The Making of Navy Seal – Brandon Webb                                 (Nonfiction / RL 7 / 1020 L / 256 pgs) 
Brandon Webb's experiences in the world's most elite sniper corps are the stuff of legend. From his 

grueling years of training in Naval Special Operations to his combat tours in the Persian Gulf and 

Afghanistan, The Making of a Navy SEAL provides a rare and riveting look at the inner workings of the 

U.S. military through the eyes of a covert operations specialist. Yet it is Webb's distinguished second 

career as a lead instructor for the shadowy "sniper cell" and course manager of the Navy SEAL sniper 

program that trained some of America's finest and deadliest warriors. 

 

In Summary: Students are to read one book from the above list and create a brown paper bag project.  The 

project will not be presented the first week of school.  Summaries, essays, or other projects will NOT 

be accepted as the project. Failure to complete a summer reading project will result in a zero and/or 

after-school/Saturday school.  This is the first major grade of Q1. 


